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Once upon a time, there was a king…

• Édit de Moulins, February 1566
by Charles IX (1550-1574)
& Michel de L’Hospital

 Inalienability

 Incessionability

 Imprescriptibility

 Inventory of the Royal Domain

King Charles IX Michel de L’Hospital



Principles for national museums…

The first National museums inherited these principles with their
foundation during the French Revolution and so their successors.



… and legal obligations for all museums
(serious ones…)

Thousands of museums in France but 1200 Musées de France, 
with legal obligations :

 inventory of the collections

 récolement



Inventory of the collection

From 6 to 18 columns

 Legal status and accession 
details

 Description of the object
 Further information

Manual or digital
A copy is kept in a safe place



« Récolement » in the French context

• A 1996 report 
from the Cour des Comptes
 Bad management 

of the inventories
 Insuffisant follow-up of depots

• CRDOA (interministerial committee)
and dedicated staff
 for all Musées de France
 for the whole collection
 every 10 years
 in three steps

« I want that an active surveillance sees that
unfaithfulness be repressed
and legal use of public funds be guaranteed. »
Bas-relief of the Cour des Comptes  
with a Napoléon Ier quote



How a campaign works?



« Récolement » in EPM’O

musée d’Orsay ≈ 175 000 items

musée de l’Orangerie: 1 625 items

musée Hébert: 4 160 items

• All types of collections/objects

• All kind of locations: display rooms
+ storage spaces
+ depots in provincial museums
+ loans in France and abroad



Methodology at EPM’O

• Going in front of the object

• By location

• Mixed teams: 
• curators, 

• documentalists, 

• registrars

• Test with transit storage rooms in May

• Drawings and Photography Departments
in June-July



Caution… CITREC at work



Preparing the campaign in TMS then Citrec



Information on campaign



Identifying all the objects of the inventory book

List of items
for the 
campaign
&
Search zone

Label for the 
item = 
description

Info for the 
récolement

Action buttons



Verifying the marking and condition



Taking picture of them



Some extra features



Completing the research and operations



Issuing legal and compulsory report



Now for the EPM’O…

• Reviewing norms for in-site, off-site rooms and storage spaces

• Preparation for use of barcodes for spaces

• Implementing the audit record in TMS

• Integrating follow-up of the audit

• Building legal reports



Questions remain for museums

Versioning ?
 Inventory record
 Current record
 Audit record

Flex fields and Events ?
 Updating the database
 Memory of the audit



• Not only a French affair

• Not even a love affair

• Rather a marriage of convenience

Récolement and museums… 
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Sources

• L’inventaire et le récolement des collections publiques, Dossier de formation 
permanente réalisé par le centre de ressources documentaires du département 
des conservateurs pour le séminaire des 10, 11 et 12 février 2014, Formation 
permanente de l’Institut national du Patrimoine, Département des conservateurs, 
Paris, 2014

• Loi du 4 janvier 2002 relative aux musées de France

• Arrêté du 25 mai 2004 fixant les normes techniques relatives à la tenue de 
l’inventaire, du registre des biens déposés dans un musée de France et au 
récolement

• Circulaire n° 2006/006 du 27 juillet 2006 relative aux opérations de récolement 
des Collections des musées de France

• Internet site Joconde – Portail des collections des musées de France, Récolement 
informatisé

http://www.culture.gouv.fr/documentation/joconde/fr/partenaires/AIDEMUSEES/dossier-inp-inv-rec.pdf
http://www.culture.gouv.fr/documentation/joconde/fr/partenaires/AIDEMUSEES/recolement-informatise.htm

